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To anticipate the likelihood of successful nuclear acquisition, one must identify key 
constituencies within a polity of concern and assess the internal sociocultural 
drivers that shape thinking and decision-making on WMD/WME issues. This 
project seeks to strengthen and refine sociocultural analytic frameworks designed 
to anticipate WMD aspirants and isolate points of leverage within those national 
communities in order to disrupt or shift weapons aspirations.   
 
Approach:  
The principal investigator, in collaboration with the University of Maryland’s 
Center for the Advanced Study of Language, will build upon the already-
established Cultural Mapping Method and Cultural Analytic Framework. In Phase 
1, the team will assess recent developments in sociocultural analysis and identify 
WMD aspirants to study. In Phase 2, the team will critique and refine analytic tools 
from Phase 1 and address findings when these tools are applied to case studies. In 
addition, two workshops will be held at the University of Maryland. The first will 
convene technical experts, case study authors, and other analysts to discuss recent 
developments in sociocultural analysis and potential WMD aspirants. The second 
workshop will critique the analytic tool and assess the findings of the case study. In 
Phase 3, the researchers will compile their findings into a comprehensive report. 
